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COPY of Patees showing the Arrangements recently made by the Port of 
Dublin Corporation, the Elder Brethren of the Trinity House, and the Board 
of Trade, for Lighting and Buoying the East Coast of Ireland between 
Dublin Bay and Carnsore Point. 



— No. 1. — 

Trinity House to Board of Trade. 

Trinity House, London, E. C., 

Sir, 30 October 1866. 

I am requested by the Deputy Master to transmit to you the enclosed Report 
of the proceedings of the committee which recently met at Liverpool, in con- 
formity with the suggestion contained in your letter of the 15th ultimo, together 
with the statement and charts to which the Report adverts. 

I have, &c. 

The Secretary, (signed) Robin Allen. 

Marine Department, Board of Trade. 

P-S . — I am to request that the charts may, at your convenience, be returned. 



Enclosure, in No. 1. 

Sir, London, 11 October 1866. 

With reference to your letters of the 15th ultimo, addressed to the Trinity House, 
London, and to the Port of Dublin Corporation, enclosing copies of memorials from the ship- 
owners, underwriters, and mercantile marine associations of Liverpool, complaining of the in- 
sufficiency of the lighting and marking of that part of the east coast of Ireland, extending 
from the Kish Bank to the Tuskar Rock, and the consequent great loss of life and property ; 
and intimating it was the opinion of the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for 
Trade that it would be very desirable a conference should take place between deputations 
from those bodies, and from the Elder Brethren of the Trinity House, the Port of Dublin 
Corporation, and the professional adviser of the Board of Trade, with a view of arriving at 
some definite and satisfactory conclusions as to the best means of mitigating the evils 
complained of, — 

.We have the honour to report that in pursuance of the wish expressed by their Lord- 
ships, the undersigned, being nominated by their respective Boards, proceeded to Liverpool 
on the 23rd ultimo, and on the 'following day, by arrangement with Mr. S. R. Graves, 
M. p., held an inquiry at the Dock Office, on the points to which their Lordships refer. 
Deputations from the bodies memorialising having attended, with other gentlemen in- 
terested in the trade of the port, the committee were introduced to them by Mr. Graves ,- 
and, the Deputy Master of the Trinity House being placed in the chair, the discussion 
was opened by Mr. Jacob, the chairman of the Shipowners’ Association, and was followed 
up by Mr. Boyd, the chairman of the Underwriters’ Association, who dwelt at some length 
upon the heavy losses experienced in Liverpool by the wrecks that had taken place on the 
Irish hanks. They both stated in general terms that more lights were wanted on the hanks, 
better fog signals, and more conspicuous buoys, .but referred the committee to the plans 
suggested by the Mercantile Marine Association as giving a general outline of their views, 
which they desired might be considered and acted upon, so far as the experience of the 
■ lig hthouse authorities deemed them suitable. These gentlemen then called upon Captain 
Ward, the chairman of the Mercantile Marine Service Association, who produced the 
statements and charts which are annexed (and marked respectively A., No. 1 and No. 2),* 
and, having stated the views of the association very clearly, he was supported in them by 
Captain Paton Price, and other nautical gentlemen belonging to Liverpool, who, however, 
fully admitted that they had only considered thequestion as affecting the Liverpool trade. 
Some few remarks were made by different members of the committee, elucidating their 
views, or rather seeking for facts as they proceeded ; and some especially pertinent 

remarks 



* The charts are not included in this Teturn. 
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remarks were made as to the paramount importance of the use of the lead, and as to the 
personal knowledge by the gentlemen present of what they asserted as to fog signals, &c., 
the result being that they were unable to verify the particulars they stated as to the 
distance the sound was heard, or of the state of the atmosphere at those times. 

Having heard all the different gentlemen had to bring forward (and it is due to them 
to say that nothing could have been better than the tone and temper of the meeting, and 
the way they discussed their subject), the committee addressed them, and while, thanking 
them for their views, pointed out that the lighthouse authorities had other considerations 
which must weigh with them, in addition to the interests of Liverpool, viz., those of the 
coasting trades, and of other large sea-ports approached by the Irish Sea, and that it was 
their duty not to consult especial interests only, but to harmonise and form such a system 
as would meet the requirements of all, a view in which the lighthouse authorities had 
always acted. Having touched upon several points on which it was clear the gentlemen 
present had not any sufficient knowledge, such as the altitude at which it is possible to 
show floating lights, the unreliability of sound, especially against wind, the power of the 
present lights, compass errors, size of the buoys and other incidental topics, the commit- 
tee concluded their remarks by pointing out that all these losses occurred invariably in one 
way, viz., in leaving Liverpool, and urged upon the gentlemen present that something 
should be done on the part of shipowners and masters to remedy the evils of the present 
system of sending vessels to sea out of the port. 

At a meeting held by the Committee on the following day, the subject was carefully dis- 
cussed, with the view of the representatives of the three Boards arriving at some general 
principle on which they should be prepared to advise their Boards, the details of which 
should afterwards be carried out by the different authorities in the usual statutory manner, 
and, having taken every view of the case, with the charts and statements before them, they 
are of opinion that two additional light-ships should be placed on the Irish banks, the 
Arklow light-ship brought out to the S. E., and a modification made in the position of 
the present lights, which would leave them in such positions as would effectually guard 
the banks ancl be of the greatest general utility, as approximately indicated in the chart 
annexed (and marked No. 3),* the character of these lights to be afterwards decidedjupon ; 
it being clear that, with the vessels so numerous and close together, this was a subject of 
difficulty. 

It was further agreed that the two lighthouse authorities should experiment further 
upon fog signals, with the view of finding such efficient varieties as would enable dis- 
tinctive sounds to be given from each vessel, all concurring that no cumbrous system 
could be applied to light-ships, and carrying out the views expressed by the members of 
the committee on the previous day, that the object of fog signals was not to hold them 
out as reliable guides, but rather as possible indications of danger. 

The question of revision of the buoyage of the banks was agreed to be referred to the 
Port of Dublin Corporation, whose members are of opinion that changes maybe effected 
with advantage. 

With respect to the wish expressed in the memorial of the Mercantile Marine Associa- 
tion, that telegraphic communication should be made with Tuslcar, it does not come within 
the scope of this inquiry ; but the committee would express an opinion that, if required by 
the trade, it might be advantageously granted, provided the working could be arranged so 
as not to interfere with tire duties of the lighthouse, and that the expense was defrayed 
by those using it, in the shape of a toll, or otherwise. 

Another subject brought forward is also out of the scope of this inquiry, which was con- 
fined to the Irish banks, viz., that of a light vessel in Carnarvon Bay ; but the committee, 
looking to the numerous losses that have occurred there, think it is a subject worthy of 
consideration by the proper authority. 

(signed) Fred. Arrow, Deputy Master. 

J. Dombrain. 

Thomas Bewlay. 

Geo. Augustus Bedford. 

The Secretary, H. tihuttleworth. 

Marine Department, Board of Trade. George Bayly. 



A.— No. 1. 

The Committee appointed by the Mercantile Marine Service Association to consider 
the subject of the Lighting of-the St. George’s Channel are unanimously of opinion, — 

That there should be four lightships moored in a line due N. E. from Tuskar ; the 
first of such ships to be 10 miles therefrom, the second to be 20 miles therefrom, the third 
31 miles therefrom, and the fourth 42 miles therefrom. 

That such new lightships should be in substitution of those at present existing, and 
should be larger vessels with improved lights, each vessel to be distinctly rigged and 
painted, and to carry a steam fog-signal of the best possible description ; the present 

north-west 



* Not included in this return. 
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north-west lightship being, in the opinion of the committee, a class of vessel well suited 
for the purpose. And each vessel to have masts (with the usual ball), in accordance with 
her number, and to be numbered as follows : The first of such vessels (being 10 miles 
from Tuskar) to be “No. 1,” the second “No. 2,” the third “No. 3,” and the fourth 
“ No. 4,” such numbers to be painted on each side of the respective vessels in the most 
distinct manner possible. Vessel No. 1 to have one powerful light, vessel No. 2 to have 
two such lights, vessel No. 3 three such lights, vessel No. 4 to have one powerful flash 
light. 

The steam whistle to be worked in strong blasts, in accordance with the numbers of 
tire vessels ; viz., “ No. 1 ” one blast, “ No. 2 ” two blasts, “ No. 3 ” three blasts, and * 

“No. 4 ” four blasts. 

The High Wicklow Head Light, which has been discontinued, to be brought into use Wicklow light, 
again. 

Bell buoys to be placed on the South Rock, off Tuskar, and at each end of the Arklow Bell buoys, 
and Blackwater Banks, and in such other places as may be thought necessary for the 
guidance of coasters and sea-going vessels trading or by accident getting within the pro- 
posed line of lightships. 

The Codling Light to bear N.E. by N. from “No. 4 ” lightship, and to be 15 miles Codling light, 
distance from her. To have a fixed red light and fog signal. 

The High Light on the Calf of Man, now so often enveloped in fogs and so rendered Calf of Man. 
useless, to be removed to the Chicken Rock, which is one mile and a half out, and is a 
rock of considerable size and of great danger. 

A telegraph line to connect Tuskar with the mainland, and if possible with the four Telegraph, 
proposed lightships. 

The Cardigan Bay Light to be removed about seven miles out to sea, in a line between Cardigan Bay. 
Bishop’s Rock and Bardsey, and its brilliancy to be increased. 

New lightship to be placed in Carnarvon Bay, in line with Bardsey and Holyhead, Carnarvon Bay. 
with two lights. 

A time-ball to be placed on Tuskar. Time-ball. 

The present description of buoys at present used are defective, therefore larger buoys Defective buoys, 
are required. 

Signals should be placed on Tuskar, Smalls, H. Head, Skerries and Chicken’s Rock. Steam fog-signals, 
and other prominent points. 

(signed) Hy. Jno. Ward, President of M. M. S. Association, late of the 
“ Mysore.” 

JRichd. Green, Vice Chairman, late of ship “ Swordfish.” 

Danl. Green, late Commander, s. s. “ Bahiana.” 

Joseph E. Dutton, it. N. R., s. s. “Hibernian.” 

Jas. R. Rea, last sailing vessel “Flying Venus,” now agent for 
Bahia Steam Navigation Company. 

Jas. Price, Lieut. R. N. R., s. s. “ Adalia.” 

Walter Paton, late Commander of “ Great Eastern,” Superintendent 
of West India and Pacific Steam Navigation Company. 

G. P. Loch, late Commander of “ Forward, ”'s. s. 

Martin D. Hammill, late Commander of steamer “ Limeria.” 

D. H. Johnston, R. R. R., late ship “ Lightning.” 

Roht. Leitcli, s. s. “ City of New York.” 

Jas L. Crumar, last ship “ Carthagena.” 

J. M. Cawkitt, Underwriters’ Surveyor for Port of Liverpool, and 
Agent for Salvage Association. 

Roht. Inglis, Cunard Service. 



— No. 2. — 

Board of Trade to Trinity House. 

Board of Trade, Whitehall, 

gj r 13 November 1866. 

With reference to the conference recently held at Liverpool to inquire into 
the complaints made as to the alleged insufficiency of the lighting and marking 
of that part of the East Coast of Ireland which extends from the Kish Lank to 
the Tuskar Rock, I am directed by the Board of Trade to request that you will 
convey their thanks to.the Elder Brethren for the trouble they have taken in 
the matter. T 
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I am directed at the same time to state that the Board of Trade will be ready 
to receive and consider favourably any plan which the Elder Brethren may pro- 
pose for giving effect to these recommendations. 

I enclose a copy of a letter which the Board of Trade have written to the 
Shipowners, Underwriters, and Mercantile Marine Associations at Liverpool. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, (signed) T. H. Farrer. 

, Trinity House, London. 



— No. 3^ — 

Board of Trade to the Port of Dublin Corporation. 

Board of Trade, Whitehall, 

Sir, 13 November 18(56. 

With reference to the conference recently held at Liverpool to inquire into 
the complaints made as to the alleged insufficiency of the lighting and markin'* 
of that part of the East Coast of Ireland which extends from the Kish Bank to 
the Tuskar Rock, I am directed by the Board of Trade to request that you will 
convey their thanks to the Port of Dublin Corporation for the trouble they have 
taken in the matter. 

I am directed at the same time to state that the Board of Trade will be ready 
to receive and consider favourably any plan which the Port of Dublin Corpora- 
tion may propose for giving effect to these recommendations. 

I enclose a copy of a letter which the Board of Trade have written to the 
Shipowners, Underwriters, and Mercantile Marine Associations at Liverpool. • 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, (signed) T. II. Farrer. 

Port of Dublin Corporation, Dublin. 



- No. 4. - 



Board of Trade to S. R. Graves, Esq., m.p. 

Board of Trade, Whitehall, 

Sir, 13 November 1866. 

1 am directed by the Board of Trade to transmit the accompanying letter, 
which the}* have addressed separately to the Shipowners, the Underwriters, and 
the Mercantile Marine Associations of Liverpool respectively, on the subject of 
the report to this Board of the proceedings of the committee which recently 
met at Liverpool for the purpose of taking into consideration the representa- 
tions made by these bodies, and by other persons interested in the question, as 
to the alleged insufficiency of the lighting and marking of that part of the 
East Coast of Ireland which extends from the Kish Bank to the Tuskar Rock; and 
the Board of Trade request that you will have the goodness, after perusal, to deliver 
these letters to the respective Associations. ' 

I am, &c. 

S. R. Graves, Esq., m.p., (signed) T. H. Farrer. 

The Grange, Wavertree, Liverpool. 
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Copt of Letter addressed to the Shipowners’ Association, Liverpool. 

q. Board of Trade, Whitehall, 

T V . , , ,, -r, , . ^ , 13 November 1866. 

I am directed by the Board of Trade to transmit to you, to be laid before the Shipowners’ 
Association, the accompanying copy of the report to this Board of the proceedings of the 
committee which, at their request, recently met at Liverpool, for the purpose of taking 
into consideration the representations made by the Shipowners’ Association, as to the alleged 
insufficiency of the lighting and marking of that part of the East Coast of Ireland which 
extends from the Kish Bank to the Tuskar Eock. 

Board of Trade have expressed their willingness to receive and consider any plan 
which the Elder Brethren of the Trinity House and the Port of Dublin Corporation may 
propose for giving effect to the recommendations of the committee, and the two Boards 
are now engaged in maturing a plan for the purpose. 

But, whilst thus ready to support these Boards in doing all that can be done to warn 
vessels of the dangers of the coast, the Board of Trade feel that they would be neglecting 
their duty were they not to express in strong terms their opinion, an opinion confirmed 
by the recent investigations and by the report of the committee in question, to the effect 
that no lighthouses and no signals will prevent the terrible disasters which have been so 
frequent on the Irish coast, so long as the masters neglect the use of the lead, and so lono- 
as outward-bound ships leave Liverpool with their crews in a state of drunkenness and 
inefficiency. 

If it were duly impressed on masters and owners that the lead should invariably be 
used when the ship is standing towards a dangerous coast, and there is the least uncer- 
tainty as to her position, and measures could be adopted by those interested to see that 
outward-bound snips and their crews, are in a proper condition to proceed to sea, the 
wrecks on the Irish coast would undoubtedly be much more rare than they now unfor- 
tunately are. 

These, however, are matters on which the Board of Trade can do nothing, and with 
which shipowners, shipmasters, and insurers must themselves deal. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) T. H. Farrer. 

Note . — A similar letter was addressed by Mr. Earrer to the Underwriters’ Association, 
and the Mercantile Marine Association at Liverpool. 



— No. 5. — 

Trinity House to Board of Trade. 

Sir, Trinity House, London, 28 December 1866. 

I am directed to transmit to you the accompanying correspondence relative 
to proposals of the Port of Dublin Corporation, for the improvement of the 
marking of the East Coast of Ireland from the Kish Bank to the Tuskar, and to 
acquaint you, for the information of the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council 
for Trade, that the Elder Brethren have notified to that Corporation their statutory 
sanction of the proposals. 

I have, &c. 

I'he Secretary, (signed) P. H. Berthon. 

Marine Department, Board of Trade. 



Enclosures in No. 5. 

Sir, Ballast Office, Dublin, 26 November 1866. 

. The Elder Brethren of the Trinity House are aware that’ the Port of Dublin Corpora- 
tion have, for a long period passed, been engaged in considering what measures could be 
devised for the better marking that part of the East Coast of Ireland which extends from 
the Kish to Tuskar Eock, with the view, so far as lighting and buoying can effect, to 
render less probable the calamitous loss of life and property which has hitherto been of so 
frequent occurrence on the dangerous banks off that coast. _ 

This Board having most carefully investigated the whole subject, and having also 
obtained the views of different bodies deeply interested in the matter, and well qudrfied 
to afford valuable information and advice, is now prepared to lay before the Elder 
Brethren the definite conclusions to which it has arrived, with the view of obtaining then- 
statutory sanction of those measures, before placing the whole subject before the Board of 
Trade for its approbation. _ 
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In referring the Elder Brethren to the schedule hereto annexed, which gives in detail' 
all the proposed changes as respects lights and buoys, it may be sufficient here to observe ■ 
that the main features are as follows : — 

First, To remove the lightship, which is now placed in the swatcliway off Wicklow 
Head. 

To place a floating light off the south end of the Codling Bank. 

To place a lightship off the north-east end of the Arklow Bank, and place another 
floating light off the Lucifer Shoals, about midway between the Blackwater lightship • 
and Tuskar. 

This arrangement if carried out, will place six floating lights between .Houtli Baily and. 
Tuskar Bock Light, a distance of 70 miles; and this Board trusts it will be amply 
sufficient to mark the line of banks between those two stations by means of lights. 

Secondly, To increase the number and improve the character of the buoys which mark 
the outer edges of the banks, and to distinguish them in such a manner so that if a vessel 
make any one of them, the master may have little, if any difficulty in ascertaining his 
precise position. 

It will be seen by the schedule, that it is proposed to indicate the respective banks by 
the colour of the buoys. 

It is suggested that the buoys to mark the range of banks extending from the Kish to 
the Codling, be coloured black ; that all marking the Arklow Bank be red ; that those- 
indicating the Blackwater Bank be black ; and those marking the Long Bank be 
coloured red. 

It is also proposed that the buoys marking the north and south ends of each of those 
ranges of banks, be of such a character as to distinctly identify such ends, and that the- 
intermediate ones should also possess a distinctive character. 

Representations have been made to this Board, urging it to place a series of fog signals 
along this line of banks that, by means of sound, vessels might be made aware of their 
position. , 

In the present state of acoustic science, this Board is not prepared to make any recom- 
mendation on the matter, inasmuch as it fears that the uncertainty of such signals being 
heard is so great, they might be the means of leading into danger, rather than warn 
against it. 

It has also been represented to this Board that the shipping and commercial interests 
of the kingdom would be greatly benefited, if a telegraphic station were placed on 
Tuskar Rock, communicating -with the lines on land. 

In this opinion this Board fully concurs, and is prepared to recommend its adoption, 
provided it be managed by the servants of the Board, and that the expense be borne 
by the associations or parties interested. 

If the measures herein indicated be approved, this Board recommends that, in order to 

f ive the earliest information to all interested, a preliminary notice of the proposed changes 
e promptly published, intimating they may probably be earned into full effect early in 
the autumn of 1867 ; and the Board further recommend that immediate steps be taken to 
increase the power of the lights in some of the existing lightships, as they do not 
possess some recent valuable improvements. 

The Board cannot conclude this letter, without again declaring its conviction that no- 
measures it can take in bringing to the utmost possible perfection the lighting and 
marking of this highly dangerous coast, will be effective in preventing the calamitous loss 
of life and large destruction of property so common on these banks, so long as ships are 
sent to sea. from Liverpool, as they now often are, with crews in a state of complete 
disorganisation, and so long as masters will persistently ignore the use of the lead, which 
would easily indicate whether they were going beyond the bounds of safety. 

This Board feels strongly that the criminal negligence, so often proved to have existed 
in many cases of loss, is most insufficiently punished, and would most gladly unite with 
the Elder Brethren in endeavouring to procure some enactment by which all who have- 
been the cause of loss of life, preventible by prudent precautions and resulting from 
culpable carelessness, should be made to suffer adequate punishment for their crime. 

I am, &c. 

P. H. Berthon, Esq., Secretary, (signed) W. Lees , Secretary. 

Trinity House, London. 
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Proposed Alterations and Additions in the Lights between the Kish 
and Tuskar. 



Kish Light Vessel. — As at present 
Codling Bank. — A light vessel to be placed! 
off south end of bank distant from buoy S.S.E. L 
£ E., l£ miles ----- -J 



One bright light revolving every minute. 
Red light revolving quickly. 



Wicklow Smash. — Light vessel to be re- 
moved. 



Wicklow Head Light .... 

Arhlow Bank (North). — A light vessel to! 
be placed 3 miles S. E. by E. J E. off the buoy l 
that marks the north end of the bank - - j 

Arhlow Bank (South). — The present light] 
vessel to be moved 2 miles S. S. E. J E. from ■ 
its present position J 

Blachwater Bank (North). — Light vessel] 
to be moored out lh miles east of its present 
position - - - - - - -J 

Lucifer Shoals. — A light vessel to be placed] 
2£ miles E. J S. off norm end of the Lucifer ' 
Shoals ------ -J 



To be changed to bright, intermittent. 

Two bright fixed lights at different altitudes 
on different masts. 



Time of revolution to be changed from 
half a minute to one minute. 



Light to remain as at present, one fixed white 
light. 



A fixed red light. 



The revolving light vessels will carry a half ball over the present ball, to distinguish them in 
day time. 



Proposed Alterations and Additions to Buots on, the East Coast from Kish Bank 
to Tuskar Rock. 



Kish Bank (North end) 



Kish Bank (Middle) 



Kish Bank (South end) 



Codling Bank 



f Changed to first-class conical buoy, “black,” with 
I staff and globe. 

f A nine feet can buoy § mile E. S. E. off the middle 
of bank, “ black." 

A first class conical buoy, “ black” 

r To be removed, and a first-class can buoy, striped 
J black and white vertically, to be placed E. S. E. 
[ half a mile from middle of Bank. 



India Bank 



Arklow Bank (North end) - 



Arklow Bank (Intermediate) 
Arklow Bank (South end) - 



{ Present buoy to be removed and replaced by first 
class conical buoy, with black and white belts. 

] Colour of present buoy, with staff and globe, to be 
l changed to red. 

j Three buoys to be placed at equal distances be- 
■] tween north and south end buoys to be nine feet 
[ can buoys, and coloured red. 

Present conical buoy to be coloured red. 



Blackwater Bank (North end) - 
Blackwater Bank (Intermediate) 
Blackwater Bank (South end) 
Long Bank (North end) 

Long Bank (Intermediate) - 
Long Bank (South end) 



f Buoy to be changed to nine feet conical, to be 
coloured' black, with staff and globe. 

( The two present intermediate conical buoys to be 
J replaced by nine feet can buoys, and coloured 
[ black. 

r Present buoy to be changed to a nine feet conical 
■j buoy, and coloured black. 
f A nine feet conical buoy to be coloured red, with 
staff and globe. 

r A nine feet can buoy to be coloured red, and 
placed between north and south end of Bank, 
f Present buoy to be changed to a nine feet conical 
buoy, to be coloured red, without staff and globe. 
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Sir, Trinity House, London, 7 December 1866. 

In reply to your letter of the 26th ultimo, submitting for the statutory sanction of this 
Corporation the proposals of the Port of Dublin Corporation for the better marking 
of the East Coast of Ireland, from the Kish to the Tuskar, I am directed to state that the 
Elder Brethren approve generally of the proposals, as being substantially what has been 
already agreed upon between the joint committees of the two Boards and of the Board of 
Trade, subject to their submission for sanction in the manner prescribed by the statute. 

Previously, however, to giving their final sanction to these proposals, I am directed by 
the Elder Brethren to call the attention of the Port of Dublin Corporation to a modifica- 
tion which has been suggested at this Board in that portion of the proposals which relates 
to the means by which the several light vessels may be distinguished during the day 
time, and when at some distance from them. This modification is appended at foot, and the 
Port of Dublin Corporation will observe that it gives at once the means of distinguishing 
each vessel from the Kish to the Tuskar, and is therefore preferable to the plan proposed, 
which does not so completely effect that object. 

The Elder Brethren also, while concurring with the remarks of the Port of Dublin 
Corporation as to the non- reliability of fog signals, are of opinion that a distinction may be 
made between the vessels by a variation of the use of the steam whistle and of the air 
trumpet, the latter of which, constructed on Mr. Holme’s principle and worked by hand, 
is very effective ; for instance, if the southernmost light vessel had the trumpet with one 
blast each half minute, the second might have the steam whistle with a scream every half 
minute, the third might have the trumpet with two blasts to the half minute, the fourth the 
whistle with two screams to the half minute, and the fifth might have the trumpet with 
three blasts, or a gun ; ,or should any danger of confounding the Kish with the Holyhead 
be apprehended and be desired to be avoided, the gun might be used on board one of the 
vessels lower down. 

This plan the Elder Brethren would however only suggest for the consideration of the 
Port of Dublin Corporation, and for modification by them in such manner as they may 
deem best. It would not militate against the general character, of the plan of the Port of 
Dublin Corporation, and would, in a simple manner, meet the views of the Trade. 

With respect to the placing of an electric telegraph at the Tuskar, I am to state that 
it is a matter on which it is not within the competence of the Elder Brethren to give an 
opinion, or which requires their statutory sanction ; but they think it right to say that, 
should the recommendation be acted upon, it should not be allowed to interfere with the 
care of the light ; or by constant calls on the light-keepers’ time during the day to 
imperil their watchfulness at night. 

With respect to the observations contained in the concluding paragraphs of your letter, 
I am to state that the Elder Brethren have frequently to express their opinion to the 
Board of Trade on the subject of the culpable neglect, on the part of masters of vessels, of 
ordinary precautions now so often exhibited, but at the same time they do not think they 
can, as a lighthoiise authority, take any active steps towards legislation on a matter which 
is especially within the province of the Board of Trade, although they will most gladly 
give their moral support, as a body of seamen, to any measures which that Board may 
consider necessary for putting a stop to this habitual disregard of all necessary pre- 
cautions. 

W. Lees, Esq., Dublin. (signed)™ 5 & P. H. Berthon. 



Arrangement Submitted. 



Name of Light. 


Distance. 


. 

Distinction. 


Kish - 
Codling - 

North Arklow - 

South Arkiow - 

Blackwater 

Lucifer - - - . _ 


16 miles - 

12 „ - - 

13 „ - 

Hi „ - - 

8* V - - 


One globe. 

Half globe under globe. 

Two masts, globe on each, horizontal. 
Half globe over globe. 

Two globes, vertical. 

One globe. 
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BUOYING THE EAST COAST OF IRELAND. 



Sir, Ballast Office, Dublin, 21 December 1866. 

With reference to your letter of the 7th instant, on subject of the better marking of 
the East Coast of Ireland, I am directed to forward copy of a Report thereon by°the 
Inspector of Lights, approved by the Board, and to request you will submit the same for 
the early consideration of the Elder Brethren. 

1 am, &c. 

The Secretary, Trinity House, London. (signed) W. Lees , Secretary. 



Sir, Ballast Office, Dublin, 12 December 1866. 

With reference to the letter from the Trinity House of the 7th instant .-elative to the 
better marking of the east coast, from the Kish Bank to Tuskar Rock, in which the 
Elder Brethren suggest a modification of the plan that has been already proposed for the 
better distinguishing the several light vessels during the day, as wed as a system of fog 
signals to be used in said light vessels, I would beg to observe first, with regard to the dis- 
tinguishing marks, perhaps the Elder Brethren are not aware that all the Irish light vessels 
carry three masts, except the one that marks (at present) the Wicklow Swash, she having 
only a mainmast, with a jigger-mast abaft, on which a mizen is set in heavy weather: the 
reason for having three masts in all the others is in consequence of having only one spare 
light vessel, that in case of accident she would be ready for any station. We are 
now to have a second spare light vessel, and for the same reason I would suggest that 
one should be rigged with three masts as hitherto, the other with a mainmast and 
jigger-mast, and that the several vessels on the coast be rigged either of these ways and 
placed as follows : 

Kisli Light Vessel — As at present, with three masts, mainmast to have the globe. 

Codling Bank Light. Vessel . — One mast with jigger-mast, and half globe under globe. 

Arkloio Bank (N.) Light Vessel. — Three masts: one globe on foremast and one globe 
on mainmast. 

Arkloic Bank (S.) Light Vessel. — One mainmast and jigger-mast, with half globe over 
globe. 

Blackwutcr Bank Light Vessel. — Three masts, as at present, but with two globes on the 
mainmast. 

Lucifer Bank Light Vessel. — Mainmast and jigger-mast, with one glob; on mainmast. 
This plan (the Board will perceive) is, as far as the number of globes, the same as that 
proposed by the Trinity House, but with the exception of haying a two-masts vessel at 
the north end of the Arlclow Bank ; and my object for not wishing this yes;e to be so 
rigged is that, in case of accident, we should have no spare light vessel similarly rigged to 
replace her. 

With reference to the system of for. signals suggested by the Elder Brethren; to dis- 
tinguish the several light vessels during fog from each other, it appears very simple, 
provided that a similar fog whistle to that tried at Kingstown could be placed on board a 
lio-ht vessel, but I doubt the possibility of its adaptation from the size of the boiler, and a 
smaller one would not keep up a sufficient supply of steam for the purpose required : this 
needs careful consideration, and I was under the impression that the Elder Brethren 
intended to make the experiment on board one of their own light vessels before recom- 
mending the Board to adopt them. . 

With respect to the establishment of an electric telegraph station at the Tuskar, I will 
shortly be prepared to submit a report thereon. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, (signed) E. F. Roberts, 

Port of Dublin Corporation. Inspector of Lights. 



gj r Trinity House, London, 28 December 1866. 

The Elder Brethren having bad under consideration the proposals i of the ’Port of 'Dublin 
Corporation for the improvement of the marking of the East Coast of Ireland, from the Kish 
Bank to the Tuskar, together with your letter of 21st instant, on the subject of the means 
to Be used for distinguishing the several light vessels during the day time, I am non 
directed to acquaint you that the proposals generally are concurred m and this 
Corporation’s statutory sanction thereof has this day been communicated to the Lords of 
the Committee of Privy Council for Trade. ^ ^ 

V. Lees, Esq., Dublin. (signed) P B. Berthon 



3 ° 3 - 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE LIGHTING AND 



— No. 6. — 

Board of Trade to Trinity House. 

Sir, Board of Trade, Whitehall, 16 January 1867. 

I am directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 28th December last, and in reply to acquaint you, for the information of 
the Elder Brethren of the Trinity House, that they approve of the proposals of 
the Port of Dublin Corporation for the improvement of the marking of the East 
Coast of Ireland, and have informed the Corporation thereof. 

The correspondence is returned herewith, as requested. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, Trinity House. (signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 



— No. 7. — 

Board of Trade to the Port of Dublin Corporation. 

Sir, Board of Trade, Whitehall, 16 January 1867. 

With further reference to my letter of the 10th instant, I am directed by the 
Board of Trade to acquaint you, for the information of the Port of Dublin 
Corporation, that they have notified to the Elder Brethren of the Trinity House 
their approval of the proposals of the Corporation (which have been forwarded 
to this Board by the Elder Brethren of the Trinity House), for the improvement 
of the marking of the East Coast of Ireland. 

I am, See. 

The Secretary, Ballast Office, Dublin. (signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 



— No. 



8 .— 



Board of Trade to Shipowners’ Association, Liverpool. 



Sir, Board of Trade, Whitehall, 21 January 1867. 

I am ’directed by the Board of Trade to transmit to you the enclosed copy of 
correspondence which they have had with the Elder Brethren of the Trinity 
House and the Port of Dublin Corporation, respecting the arrangements for the 
better marking of the East Coast of Ireland, and to express, in the strongest 
manner, the entire concurrence of the Board of Trade in the opinions of the 
Elder Brethren and the Corporation on the subject of the culpable neglect of 
ordinary precautions so often exhibited by masters of vessels. 



I am, &c. 

The Secretary, Shipowners’ Association, (signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 
Liverpool. 



— No. 9. — 

Port of Dublin Corporation to Board of Trade. 

Sir, Ballast Office, Dublin, 22 April 1867- 

I beg to enclose you, for the information of the Board of Trade, copies of 
notices to mariners, intimating the alterations in the buoyage of the East Coast of 
Ireland, between the “ Kish ” and “ Tuskar” lights. 

I am, &c. 

The Assistant Secretary, Harbour (signed) W. Lees, 

Department, Board of Trade. Secretary. 
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BUOYING THE EAST COAST OF IRELAND. 
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Enclosure in No. 9 

Notice to Mariners. 

Buoyage. East Coast of Ireland. 

. . , , Ballast Office, Dublin, 8 April 1867 . 

Notice is hereby given, that, on or about the 15th day of August next, the follow ino- 
alterations in the Buoyage of the Sand Banks along the East Coast of Ireland, between 
the Kish and Tuskar Lights, will be made, viz. : — 

Kish Bank. — The North Kish Buoy will be changed from a can to a conical buoy, 
coloured black, surmounted by a staff and globe, and lettered “Kish Bank, No. 1.” 

An additional (can) buoy, coloured black, and lettered “ Kish Bank, No. 2,” will be 
placed midway between the north and south buoys of that bank. 

The South Kish Buoy "will be changed from a can to a conical buoy, coloured black, and 
lettered “ Kish Bank, No. 3.” 

Codling Bank.— -The Codling Bank Buoy will be moved about two miles N. by W. £ W- 
of its present position, and changed to a can buoy, coloured black and white, in vertical 
stripes, instead of a black conical buoy, surmounted by a staff and globe, as at present. 

India Bank. — The India Bank Buoy will be changed to a conical buoy, coloured black 
and white, in horizontal bands, instead of a black can buoy, as at present. 

Arklow Bank. — The North Arklow Buoy will be coloured red, and surmounted by a 
staff and globe, instead of black and white stripes, with staff and globe, as at present, and 
lettered “ Arklow Bank, No. 1.” 

Three can buoys coloured red, will be placed at equal distances from each other, between 
the north and south buoys of that bank, and marked respectively, “ Arklow Bank, No. 2,” 
“ Arklow Bank, No. 3,” and “ Arklow Bank, No. 4,” instead of the two can buoys striped 
black and white, as at present. 

The South Arklow Buoy will be a conical buoy, coloured red, instead of black and 
white stripes as at present, and lettered “ Arklow Bank, No. 5.” 

Blachoater Bank. — The North Blackwater Buoy will be changed to a black conical buoy, 
surmounted by a staff and globe, instead of a black can buoy, as at present, and lettered 
“ Blackwater, No. 1.” 

The two intermediate buoys will be changed to can buoys, coloured black, aud marked 
respectively, “ Blackwater, No. 2,” aud “Blackwater, No. 3,” instead of conical buoys 
coloured black, as at present. 

The South Blackwater Bank Buoy •will be changed to a conical buoy, coloured black, 
instead of a can buoy, as at present, of the same colour, and lettered “ Blackwater, No. 4.” 

Long Bank. — The North Long Bank Buoy will be conical, with staff and globe, and 
coloured red, instead of a black conical buoy, as at present, and lettered “ Long Bank, 
No. 1.” 

An additional red (can) buoy will be placed equidistant from the north and south buoys, 
and lettered “ Long Bank, No. 2.” 

The South Long Bank Buoy will be changed to a red conical buoy, without staff an 
globe, instead of the black conical buoy surmounted with staff and globe, as at present, and 
lettered “ Long Bank, No. 3.” 

By Order, 

Wm. Lees, Secretary. 



— No. 10.— 

Port of Dublin Corporation to Board of Trade. 

Sir, Ballast Office, Dublin, 4 May 1867. 

I am directed to forward herewith, for the information of their Lordships, the 
enclosed copies of notices to mariners, relative to proposed changes of lights and 
additional lights and buoys, for the better marking of the East Coast of Ireland. 

I am, &c. 

The Assistant Secretary, Harbour (signed) W. Lees, 

Department, Board of Trade. Secretary. 



3P3- 
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i 4 PAPERS LIGHTING, &c. (EAST COAST OF IRELAND). 



Enclosure in No. 10. 

Notice to Mariners. 

Change of Lights and Additional Lights, 
East Coast of Ireland. 



Ballast Office, Dublin, 1 May 1867. 

Notice is hereby given that the following changes in the character and position of 
several of the lights between the Kish Bank Light Vessel and Tuskar Light, as well as 
additional lights, will take place on or about the 10th day of October next, viz. : — 

Codling Bank— A. light vessel will be placed about 3£ miles S.E. by E., from the south 
end of the Codling Bank, from which will be exhibited a red quick revolving light, 
showing its greatest brilliancy every 20 seconds ; this vessel will have three masts and carry 
a globe, with half globe underneath at her mainmast head. Her hull will be painted black, 
with a white stripe, and the words “ Codling Bank ” in white letters on her sides. 

Wicklow Swash Bight Vessel will be removed altogether. 

Wicklow Head Light— This light will be changed from a fixed bright light as at present 
to an intermittent bright light, showing alternately, 10 seconds bright, and three seconds 
dark. 



Arklow Bank (North).— A light vessel will be placed about 3± miles S.E. by E A E 
from the north end of Arklow Bank, from which two fixed bright lights will be exhibited-’ 
one on the mainmast, at a height of 38 feet above the level of the sea, and the other on the 
foremast, 22 feet above the sea level ; she will have three masts, with a globe on the fore- 
mast, and a globe on the mainmast-head. Her hull will be painted black, with a white 
stripe, and the words “ Arklow Bank, North ” in white letters on her sides. 



Arklow Batik (South). — The light vessel which now marks the south end of this bank 
oi l , about two miles S.S.E. \ E. from her present position, and her light 

will be changed to a bright revolving light every minute, instead of every half minute; as 
at present ; she will have three masts and carry a half globe over a globe at her mainmast- 
bead Her hull will be painted black, with a white stripe, and the words « Arklow Bank 
bouth in white letters on her sides. ’ 



Blackwater Bank.—Thz light vessel which at present marks the north end of the Black- 
water Bank will be moved about 1* miles east of her present position; the character of 
her hght will remain as hitherto viz. :-Fixed bright; slie will have three masts, and carry 
two globes at her mainmast-head, instead of one as heretofore. Her hull will be minted 
black, with a white stripe, and the words “ Blackwater Bank ” in white letters on her 



01 3 , ls ‘ M »y I86S . » Hght vessel will be placed 

near the Lucifei Shoals, on the coast of Wexford, and will show a fixed red light - her 

r e r“^ b !C b0U - , midWar i, etWem I"*"? ®° ci lighthouse and the Blackwatci- Bank 
wfl J TV l b? n “57 ?T ta ’ Wltl ■ glohe at the mainmast head. Her hull 
white leS^nhS 1 Sdes 8 Ve “ 6,iIS ' b “ With tb ° WOrd8 “ Shoals ” “ 

offMted el ll0ti o eWi11 be S iv<! “ wl “ m the foregoing alterations and additions have been 



By Order, 

Wm. Lees , Secretary. 
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LIGHTING AND BUOYING (IRELAND), 



COPY of Papebs showing the Arrangements recently 
made by the Port of Dublin Corporation, the Elder 
Brethren of the Trinity House, and the Board of 
Trade, for Lighting and Buoyinq the East Coast 
of Ireland between Dublin Bat/ and Garnsore Point. 



{Mr. Stephen Cave.) 



Orderedj by The House of Commons, to be Printed. 
17 May 1867. 
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